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c% The Second Heaven él?[-o

We call our mother St. Mary through our prayers, hymns, praises with many titles and one of those
many titles is “the second heaven”. We can notice that in all St. Mary’s icons that her wardrobe is
blue as it is the color of heaven.

Our mother St. Mary, the second heaven, lived on this earth for approximately sixty years and
since her departure, she has appeared from time to time to many people in many different areas,
countries for example, her appearance in her church in Zeitoun in Cairo approximately half a cen-

tury ago...

This prompts us to meditate on the earthly and heavenly verses. These verses are called both earth-
ly and heavenly. The beginning of these verses refers to the earthly while the latter about the heav-
enly. Here are few examples:

+ “Be faithful until death (on earth), and I will give you the crown of life (in heaven)” (Revelation 2:10)

+ “Blessed are the poor in spirit (on earth), For theirs is the kingdom of heaven (in heaven)” (Matthew
5:3)

+ “Do not fear, little flock (on earth), for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom (in
heaven)” (Luke 12:32)

+ “You were faithful over a few things (no earth), I will make you ruler over many things. (in heav-
en)” (Matthew 25:21)

All these verses and many others combine earth and heaven. We can conclude from these verses
that no matter how long a person may spend on earth, it is only the preparation phase for eternal
life in heaven.

Based on that, we can better understand the heavenly features on earth through tangible things in-
cluding:

5. The Holy Liturgy: It is a journey to heaven
starting from the vespers then praises, matins,
readings, hymns and finally Communion from
the Holy Sacraments while praising and say-
ing, “praise God in all his saints”. We are con-
sidered in heaven as we are speaking the lan-
guage of heaven, the language of praise during
the Holy Communion.

1. Church: This is the heavenly embassy on
earth. It is a piece of heaven and as St. John
Chrysostom says, “As you see the priest open
the veil of the sanctuary, you are seeing him
opening the gates of heaven”.

2. Holy Bible: This is the index to heaven.
When any person goes to a new area, he first
asks for a map of the place and we also utilize
the GPS to guide on whichever location we need
to go to. Also, for guidance to heaven, we need
the Holy Scriptures as a guide that points to us
on where to go.

3. Priesthood: It is the fatherhood of our church.
The priest is our companion towards heaven. It
is a desire to be accompanied by a father that
holds my hands and guides me on my journey
with his fatherhood towards heaven.

6. Repentance: It is a step towards heaven as
we are commanded to “be saints”. Repentance
is the preparation for a life of holiness during
our earthly journey towards heaven.

7.Service: It is a term that shows true love, as
every service we do is an invitation to heaven.
We can show the heavenly love to the needy,
sick, orphans, and widows as we serve them
with true love.

This is only a small snap of living the heavenly life on earth and it is our responsibility as Christians to
change the earthly to the heavenly.

Weekly Divine Liturgies

Sunday: 6:00 — 8:30 AM
: 8:30-11:30 AM

Wed. :9:00-11:30 AM
Friday : 7:30 - 10:00 AM
Sat. :7:30-10:00 AM

Weekly Meetings
Tuesday
7:30 - 8:30 PM Weekly Prayer

Wednesday

7:00 - 8:30 PM Hymns class

7:00 - 8:30 PM Women’s
Meeting

Friday

6:30 - 8:00 PM children Bible
study

7:00 - 8:00 PM Bible study
(Arabic)

8:00 - 9:30 PM H.S. Youth
Meeting

8:30 -10:00 PM Young adult
fellowship meeting

8:00 - 9:30 PM Men’s Meeting
Saturday

4:30 - 5:00 PM Vesper Praises
5:00 - 5:30 PM Raising of
Incense

5:30 - 7:00 PM Sunday school

5:30 - 7:00 PM Bible study
(Arabic)

7:00 -9:00 PM Midnight
Praises

Fellowship of St. Joseph the
Elder Saturday, August 4™
after the Liturgy.

CONFESSIONS :

Friday & Saturday Evening
& after weekly Liturgies.

St. Mary’s feast BN
Wednesday, August 22"

St. Mary’s fast starts on

Tuesday August 7" St. Mary’s Nahda

Starts on Wednesday August 15

including Tuesday August 21,

Liturgies 7:30 - 10:00 AM daily,
except for Wednesday 9:00 - 11:30.

Transfiguration feast

Liturgy 9:00 - 11:30 Am
Sunday, August 19" regular

Commemoration of the
consecration of St. Mina . &
Holmdel Church

Friday, August 10™
Liturgy 7:30 - 10:00 Am#="

Servants of the Lord ...
Cell No. :(732) 581 - 3638
Cell No. : (908) 601 - 4831

Fr. Abraam Georgy
Fr. Abraham Wassef

Church Tel : (732) 332-1052
Church Fax : (732) 332-1049

You Can Obtain an Electronic Version of this Newsletter at Www.stminas.com




