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éj?f’ The Dangers of Judging c'jj?f)

One of the wars that dwells in the hearts of many and is very dangerous yet very com-
mon is judging others. The Holy Bible says “do not grumble against one another,
brethren, lest you be condemned” (James 5:9). This indeed is a very precise descrip-
tion of that sin because it describes this tough war that is initiated from within but “the
judge is standing at the door” .. meaning that judging other’s is not my role as human
because the True Judge is The One that sees the hidden before the visible, He knows
the full truth, and has the power, therefore “who are you to judge another’s serv-
ant?” (Romans 14:4). Our Lord Jesus Christ commanded us to “judge not, that you be

not judged” (Mathew 7:1).

+ Judging is deceiving meaning, whoever
judges others is deceiving himself “why do
you look at the speck in your brother’s eye,
but do not consider the plank in your own
eye?” (Matthew 7:1-3). This verse explains
that judging is deceptive and false as the per-
son who judges become judged. St. Par-
sofenious says “you lose the grace of the Holy
Spirit on the same day you judge your brother
because it may cause him to stumble”. The
Holy Spirit that dwells in our hearts as believ-
ers guides us to be more merciful towards
those who sin because of the war from Satan.
Instead of judging them, we are ought to hold
their hands and help the stand back up.

+ Judging is never from the pure heart those
who have pure hearts have simple eyes that
does not see evil but only what is good. That
is why judging contradicts with purity and
simplistic wisdom which sees truth. The eye
that has a plank does not see the speck in oth-
er's eyes. The saints lived a judgment-free
life, for example, after St. John the Short saw
a person sinning, he wept and when asked by
brothers of why he was weeping, he said
"today, my brother sinned because of Satan's
war, he may repent but tomorrow I may sin
and may not repent". The bible also mentions
how Lot tormented his righteous soul from
day to day by seeing and hearing lawless
deeds.

+Judging contradicts all the virtues it con-
tradicts love which helps against many sins.

He who judges does not love. It contradicts
humbleness because those who are humble
do not concentrate on sins of others but
their own sins and blame themselves. Judg-
ing contradicts meekness which respects
the young and the old. Judging contra-
dicts honesty as he who has a plank in his
eye does not see the speck in his brother’s
eye as he is blind. Judging contradicts the
respect and appreciation of others. Man
was created in God’s image which in itself
is an honor because there is nothing that
can compare to that. Therefore, judging
others contradicts all those virtues and is
accompanied by wickedness and corrup-
tion.

+ Judging is a complex sin that consists
of many components including hate,
pride, lying, looking down on others, re-
jecting them. All of this reflects back on
the person who is judging them as he is
condemning himself.

+ The advice..

Even if you judging is in small amounts, it
later becomes a habit which causes blind-
ness. “if a blind leads the blind, both will
fall into a ditch” and as Jesus said whoever
thinks that they are without sin, let them
throw a stone” (John 8:7). He also said “let
both grow together until the harvest” as we
know the wheat will be gathered into the
barn and we also know what the fate of the
tares will be.

Weekly Divine Liturgies

Sunday: 6:00 — 8:30 AM

:8:30 - 11:30 AM
Wed. :9:00-11:30 AM
Friday : 7:30 — 10:00 AM
Sat.  :7:30-10:00 AM

Weekly Meetings
Tuesday

7:30 - 8:30 PM Weekly
Prayer

Wednesday

7:00 - 8:30 PM Hymns
class

7:00 - 8:30 PM Women’s
Meeting

Friday

6:30 - 8:00 PM children
Bible study

7:00 - 8:00 PM Bible
study (Arabic)

8:00 - 9:30 PM H.S.
Youth Meeting

8:30 -10:00 PM Young
adult fellowship meeting

8:00 - 9:30 PM Men’s
Meeting

Saturday

4:30 - 5:00 PM Vesper
Praises

5:00 - 5:30 PM Raising of
Incense

5:30 - 7:00 PM Sunday
school

5:30 - 7:00 PM Bible
study (Arabic)

7:00 - 9:00 PM Midnight
Praises

Fellowship of St. Joseph the
Elder Saturday, October 6™
after the Liturgy.

CONFESSIONS :

Friday & Saturday Even-
ing & after weekly Litur-
gies.
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Cell No. :(732) 581 - 3638
Cell No. : (908) 601 - 4831

Church Tel : (732) 332-1052
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