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“And knew her not till she had brought forth her
firstborn son”, (Matthew 1:25) is a verse that made
many people confused and thus misusing it to raise
doubts about the perpetual virginity of St. Mary. St.
Cyril the great, who has a strong connection with St.
Mary, has a marvelous comment on this verse in one
of his Memoirs titled “Regarding the dormition of the
Virgin”. He says, “O Virgin, truly the holy evangelist
said about you that Joseph knew her not till she
brought forth her firstborn and he called His name
Jesus. This means that he knew not the degree of
your glory and honor, and the grace you possessed
except after you gave birth to the glorified Lord, after
he saw the angels going up and down praising the
One born of you saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest,
and on Earth peace, goodwill toward men’, and after
the Lord called you His beloved mother”. This means
that St. Cyril the great interpreted the word knew her
in its simple meaning, that is to say, Joseph did not
know the degree of her honor.

In fact, there is a marvelous passage in another
Memoir titled “The Annunciation of Gabriel The An-
gel to the Virgin”. This Memoir was found by Pope
Cyril the Fifth in the Monastery of Elmeharak and
published it in 1902 in a book titled “Memoirs and
Wonders of The Virgin”. This passage accurately de-
scribes the state of Joseph when he figured out she
was pregnant saying, “When he saw her and found
her pregnant, Joseph was astonished from this
matter, fell into marvel, and was lost in the tides of
thoughts hesitating between believing or denying.
When he came back to himself and contemplated
her, he found that she was already in an advanced
stage of her pregnancy which was well clear to every-

And Knew Her Not..!
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Body. Therefore, he said to her, ‘O Mary, | cannot
stay here bearing the reproach from the sons of
Israel, the priests, and the elders of the people’. He
bitterly cried, mourned and grieved for his unfortu-
nate situation saying, ‘Owe to me, the miserable!

Weekly Divine Liturgies
Sunday: 6:00 — 8:30 AM

:8:30-11:30 AM
Wed. :8:45-11:15 AM
Friday : 7:30 — 10:00 AM
Sat. £ 7:30-10:00 AM

How will things go and what can | say? Yes, | will
become a mockery in Israel. How can | answer and
how can | be justified for you are with me in my
home and under my responsibility?”. Now, it is easy
to put the two abovementioned passages side by
side to realize that the apparition of the angel to
Joseph in a dream to assure him regarding the Vir-
gin was not enough to make him realize the degree
of her honor. Only the birth of Christ of her, with its
accompanying wonders, was the crucial event that
enlightened the spiritual eyes of Joseph which were
then opened to see the richness of St. Mary’s honor
and glory. Therefore, whoever tries to venerate St.
Mary for her person and virtues away from con-
necting her honor to the birth of Christ of her, must
then fall in the same doubt and confusion Joseph
fell in.

St. Mary likened Her Son, and was transformed into
the same image of Him. As He, who knew no sin,
was made to be sin for us, the pregnancy of her,
who knew no man, became her cross upon which
she was hanged without a sin from her part. And as
the Lord Jesus Christ was glorified in the eyes of His
disciples by His resurrection, the birth of Christ of
the Virgin became a resurrection for her where she
was glorified in the eyes of Joseph which were
opened then and he “knew her”. Hence, the title of
the Mother of God is the glory of the resurrection of
St. Mary!!

Weekly Meetings
Tuesday

7:30 - 8:30 PM Weekly
Prayer

Wednesday
7:00 - 8:30 PM Hymns
class

7:00 - 8:30 PM Wom-
en’s Meeting

Friday

6:30 - 8:00 PM children
Bible study

7:00 - 8:00 PM Bible
study (Arabic)

8:00 - 9:30 PM H.S.
Youth Meeting

8:30 -10:00 PM Young
adult fellowship meeting

8:00 - 9:30 PM Men’s
Meeting

Saturday

4:30 - 5:00 PM Vesper
Praises

5:00 - 5:30 PM Raising
of Incense

5:30 - 7:00 PM Sunday
school

t. Mina Church Consecration 5:30 - 7:00 PM Bible
Start of St. Mary’s fast s a Chu ¢ Consec ,f' 0 St. Mary’s fast (Nahda) study (Arabic)
(Holmdel), Anniversary (15") by 7:00 - 9:00 PM
" hands of HH Pope Shenouda IlI Wed, August 14" - 21* Midnight Praises
Wednesday, August 7
Saturday, August 10" Liturgies daily ~ 7:30 - 10:00 AM
. d 111 Fellowship of St. Joseph
Liturgy as usual except on Wed 8:30-11:15 AM the Elder Saturday, Aug
The feast of The feast of St. Mary Vespers, veneration and || 3" after the Liturgy.
Transfiguration nd sermon
fig ) Thursday, August 22 CONFESSIONS :
Monday, August 19° Liturgy 7:00 - 9:00 pm Friday & Saturday
Lit 7:30 - 10-00 AM Evening & after weekly
Iturgy /.50 - 10: 7:30 - 10:00 AM Liturgies.
Servants of the Lord ...
Fr. Abraam Georgy Cell No. :(732) 581 - 3638 Church Tel : (732) 332-1052
Fr. Abraham Wassef Cell No. : (908) 601 - 4831 Church Fax : (732) 332-1049

Fr. Mina Gerges

Cell No : (917) 831 - 0230

You Can Obtain an Electronic Version of this Newsletter at www.stminas.com




