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The Problem of Excuses

by the Thrice Blessed Pope Shenouda, 11T

As we come to the conclusion of one year and the beginning of a New Year, we wish
to rid ourselves of the problem of excuses which we often experience in our lives.

+Many who give excuses aim to hide their sins or the absence of good deeds, in order
to avoid blame. It is an ancient error which extends back to our ancestors Adam and
Eve. Eve gave an excuse that the serpent had tempted her. She could have refused
to give in to the serpent, so her excuse is definitely unacceptable. The same is the
case with Adam’s excuse that the woman gave him to eat. He also could have
refused to yield to her.

+How true is the saying, “the way to hell is paved with excuses!” Even the man
who hid the talent in the ground gave an excuse that was worse than his original
error, when he said, “Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have
not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed.” (Matt 25:24)

+How many are those who excuse their lack of prayer saying that they lack time, while
perhaps finding time for much entertainment and gatherings. The truth is that they
lack the desire.

+ Likewise, most of those who excuse themselves from tithing to the Lord give the
excuse that they have not. While the widow who placed the two mites in the money
box in spite of her extreme need, gave no excuse. Also, the widow of Zarephath of
Sidon who presented her oil and flour to Elijah the Prophet in the days of famine,
even though she was in deepest need for the little that remained.

+David, as a youth, could have had many excuses not to fight Goliath. But his burning
zeal did not allow him to think of excuses. Fear was not an excuse for Daniel when
he was faced with the Lion’s den. No excuses were given by the three saintly youth
when confronted with the fiery furnace.

<+ Neither did the love of a father to his only son, stand as an excuse for Abraham when
God commanded him to offer his son as a burnt offering, even though this was the
son of promise who was born to him after many decades of anticipation. Also, the
friends of the paralyzed man had many excuses, if they wished. But they did not
surrender to difficulties and went up on the housetop, made an opening in the roof
and let down the paralyzed man on his bed in front of the Lord Christ.

+He who overcomes difficulties has not used them as excuses. Butin overcoming
them he reveals his true inner intentions. On the contrary, the person who is weak in
willpower or purpose, reminds us of the scripture verse, “The lazy man says, ‘There
is a lion in the road!’” (Proverbs 26:13)

§ Have a Waﬁpy New Year & A Blessed Naﬁu@ Feast
May The Lord m’cﬁ@ il your life wif@’oy and é/em’nj/

RN,

Come and invite others. God bless you all. Very Reverend Fr. Abraam Georgy and Reverend Fr. Abraham Wassef
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January Weekly Schedule

Weekly Divine Liturgies: Sunday 6-8:30AM & 9-11:30AM, Wednesday from 9:30AM-12PM, Friday & Saturday from 7:30-10AM
Weekly Prayer Meeting: Tuesday 7:30 - 8:30 PM Hymns Class:Wed. 7- 8:30PM Women’s Fellowship:Wed. 7- 8:30PM
Sunday School Bible Study: Friday 6:30 — 8:00 PM Youth Fellowship Meetings: Friday 8 — 9:30 PM
Saturday Evening: Vespers Praises 4:30 — 5 PM, Raising of Incense 5 — 5:30 PM,
Sunday School Classes and Arabic Bible Study 5:30 — 7 PM, Midnight Praises 7 — 9 PM
Sunday School Service: Saturday 5 -7 PM
Confession: Friday & Saturday Evening, & after weekly Liturgies.
e New Year’s Eve Revival: Tuesday, Dec. 31st from 8 PM — 12 AM, followed by the Divine Liturgy from 12 — 2:30 AM
[Abstinence for communion begins @ 5 PM]
o Wednesday, Jan 1st: No Liturgy
e Kiahk Praises: Saturday, Jan. 4 from 5- 11 PM
e  Liturgy of Nativity Paramone: Monday Jan. 6t from 7:30 - 10 AM
[Paramone days are first degree fasts similar to Great Lent (i.e. fast without fish)]
o Liturgy of Nativity Feast: Monday, Jan. 6% from 7 PM — 12 AM [Abstinence begins @ 3 PM]
o Nativity Fellowship Celebration: Tuesday, Jan. 7t from 12 PM — 3 PM, for the entire congregation and Sunday School
e St. Joseph’s Elders Fellowship: Saturday, January 11t after the Divine Liturgy
e  Circumcision Feast: Tuesday, Jan. 14, Divine Liturgy from 7:30 — 10 AM
o  Liturgy of Theophany Paramone: Friday & Saturday, Jan. 17t and 18t, from 7:30 — 10 AM [First degree days of fasting]
o Theophany Feast: Saturday, Jan. 18, Washing of Feet from 6 — 7PM, followed by Divine Liturgy from 7PM - 12AM
[Abstinence begins @ 3 PM]
e  Sunday, Jan 19th: No Liturgy
e Feast of Cana of Galilee: Tuesday, Jan. 21st, Divine Liturgy from 7:30 — 10 AM
o Feast of St. Anthony the Great: Thursday, Jan. 30t, Divine Liturgy from 7:30 - 10 AM
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