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St. Mina the Beloved Friend of our Lord Jesus Christ

St. Mina’s icon, in the Louvre Museum in France, depicts the Lord of Glory Jesus Christ placing His
right arm on St. Mina’s shoulder. This picture illustrates the theme of worship in Christianity and
explains much about the life of St. Mina.

“+

At the age of eleven, his father passed away and his mother also passed away three years later. He was appointed
an officer in the army at the age of 15 and occupied a notable position. St. Mina loved his savior and friend Jesus
Christ. He distributed his wealth, courageously, among the needy brethren of Jesus. The Holy Spirit saw the
steadfastness of his heart and great love for Christ, and found in him a precious treasure. Thus He encouraged him
to leave behind the world and guided him to the wilderness and life of solitude, to live a life of continuous prayer and
contemplation on the words of God, a life of asceticism and joy in carrying the cross. His life was changed into a
living gospel. Finally, when the Holy Spirit had ascertained his loyalty, He lead him to witness for his great love for his
friend and savior Jesus Christ and he attained the crown of martyrdom in the most magnificent era for martyrdom and
that of Pope Peter, the seal of the martyrs.

St. Mina’s relationship with the Lord Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, was characterized by great love:

e He prayed out of love of speaking with his friend. And placing His arm on his shoulder, the Lord Jesus rejoiced in
him.

e He fasted and abstained from worldly pleasures because he found great pleasure in divine intimacy.
e He took no notice of the world out of great occupation with his permanent friend.

¢ He read the Holy Scriptures, not to critique them and not out of duty, but rather out of hunger for the words of his
beloved.

e He preserved his virginity, not in deprivation and not as a goal in itself, but out of thirst for his heavenly friend.
As such was the theme of love in the life of the saints.

After St. Mina had disappeared from the scene and the Holy Spirit had aided him in this, the Holy Spirit returned to
reveal all the works of the saint which He had aided him to complete in secret. They were cultivated and matured
under His personal direction to be presented a glorious witness to the Lord Christ. The Holy Spirit declared the life
story of St. Mina by way of healing the King’s daughter and thus his fame spread throughout the globe and across
generations. If the Gospel that is written by pen and ink remains for hundreds of years, how much more so the
Gospel that is written in the life of the saints!

In the book of Songs we read, “If you do not know, O fairest among women, follow in the footsteps of the flock,
and feed your little goats beside the shepherds’ tents.” (Song 1:8) The flock refers to the saints and we go out to
follow in their footsteps to learn the way of Christ in which they had walked. How wonderful it is when we have a
friend from the saints whom we can go out to follow, to learn from, and receive intercession.

November Service Schedule

Weekly Divine Liturgies: Sunday 8 — 11:30 AM, Wednesday 9:30 AM - 12 PM, Friday & Saturday 7:30-10 AM

Weekly Prayer Meeting: Tuesday 7:30 - 8:30 PM Adult Hymns Class: Thursday 7:30 — 8:30 PM
Sunday School Bible Study: Friday 6:45 - 8:00 PM Youth Fellowship Meetings: Friday 8 — 9:30 PM
Saturday Evening: Vespers Praises 6:30 — 7 PM, Raising of Incense & Arabic Bible Study 7 — 8:30 PM,

Hymns Class 8 - 8:30 PM, Midnight Praises 8:30 — 10 PM

Sunday School Service: Sunday after the Divine Liturgy
Confession: Friday & Saturday Evening, & after weekly Liturgies.

St. Joseph’s Precious Elders Fellowship: Saturday, November 31 after the Divine Liturgy

St. Mina’s Feast Revival Services: (Monday 11/19 — Saturday 11/24), and Feast Day on 11/25
o Raising of Incense, Glorification, & Sermon from 6:30 - 8:30 PM
o Divine Liturgies from 7:30 — 10 AM, except on Wednesday from 9:30 AM - 12 PM as usual.
Nativity Fast Begins:  Monday, November 26™

Come and invite others. God bless you all. Very Reverend Fr. Abraam Georgy and Fr. Abraham Wassef



