
Religions of the World 

Catholicism 



Why Study Other Religions? 

 We must be ready to explain our faith 
 1 Peter 3:15  

 We must be ready to defend against falseness 
 2 Corinthians 10:5 

 We must be able to discern truth 
 1 John 4:1 

 We must spread the truth 
 Titus 1:9 



Major Religions 

 Hindus 

 

 Buddhists 

 

 Muslims 

 

 Jews 

 

 Christians 



Cults & New Religions 

 New Age 

 Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 Mormonism 

 Christian Science 

 Unitarianism 

 Hare Krishna 

 Secular Humanism 

 Postmodernism 

 Wicca 

 Freemasonry 

 Evolutionism 

“There are many paths to what 
you call God. Her path might 
be something else, and when 
she gets there she might call it 
The Light.” Oprah 





Christian Churches 

 Orthodox 
 Eastern, Oriental 

 Catholic 
 Roman, Greek, Coptic, Maronite… 

 Protestant (Reformation)  
 Over 300 denominational and non-denominational churches -Lutheran, 

Baptist, Assembly of God, Pentecostal,…  



Catholic History 

 In 440 AD. Leo I, the bishop of 
Rome, declares himself the 
successor of St. Peter. 

 

 He takes on the title of Universal 
Bishop, a forerunner of papal 
authority. 

 



Catholic Church declares new 

beliefs. 

 The doctrine of purgatory – 593AD. 

 Requirement of Latin – 600AD. 

 Veneration of St. Mary – 600AD. 

 Decree of celibacy for priests – 1079AD. 

 The sale of indulgences – 1190AD. 

 The forbidding of Bible reading by lay 
people – 1215AD. 



Second split of churches. 

 In 1054AD., the Eastern Church (Greek 
Orthodox) condemns the Western Church 
of using unleavened bread in the 
Eucharist. 

 

 Both churches grow further apart. 



Major Differences  

 Filioque  

 Immaculate Conception of St. Mary  

 Role of the Pope  

 Purgatory  

 Celibacy of Priests  



Filioque 

Catholic 

 Latin = "and the Son"  

 Roman Catholicism 
teaches that the Holy 
Spirit "proceeds from the 
Father and the Son" 
(filioque)  

 Added to the Nicene-Creed 
in the 11th century 

Coptic 

 John 15:26: "But when the 
Helper comes, whom I shall 
send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who 
proceeds from the Father, He 
will testify of Me." 

 Christ never describes the Holy 
Spirit as proceeding from 
himself, but only mentions the 
Spirit's procession in terms of 
the Father.  



Immaculate Conception 

Catholics 

 St. Mary was born 
without original sin:  
 Pope Pius IX, 12/8/1854: “the 

first instant of her conception, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary was, 
by a most singular grace and 
privilege of Almighty God, and 
in view of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, the Redeemer of the 
human race, preserved from 
all stain of Original Sin. It is a 
doctrine revealed by God, and 
therefore to be firmly and 
steadfastly believed by all the 
faithful” (from the Bull 
Ineffabilis Deus).  

Copts 

 All inherited Adam’s sin 

 My soul magnifies the 
Lord, and my spirit has 
rejoiced in God my 
Savior" (Luke 1:46-47) 

 

 



Role of the Pope 

Catholic 

 “you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my Church..." 
(Matt. 16:18) 

 Bishops are his lieutenants 

 Infallible on matters of morals 
and doctrine.  

 

Coptic 

 Not infallible 

 All bishops are equal 



Celibacy of Priests 

Catholic 

 Required to lead a 
celibate life 

Coptic 

 Celibacy is optional 

 Marriage provides 
visibility to the problems 
of the family 



Purgatory 

The Church of Rome has taught, that there are three places for the departed 
souls: 

1. The souls who departed from this world, pure and free from every taint, 
namely, the souls of saints, immediately enter the regions of bliss. 

2. The souls of those dead in mortal sin, or in original sin, go straight to 
punishment. 

3. The souls of those who after their baptism have sinned, sincerely repented 
and confessed their sins, but were unable to bring forth fruits of repentance 
sufficient to atone for their sins, these souls are purified by the fire of 
purgatory some sooner, others slower, according to their sins; and then, 
after their purification, depart for the land of eternal bliss. Those constitute 
the majority of the people. The prayers of the priest, liturgies, and deeds of 
charity lead much to their purification.  



Purgatory 

Catholic 

 Temporary place 

 Soul is purified, Cleansed of sin 

 Believers on earth pray for these souls 

History 

 Idea started in 1215 at Latran council 

 1274 at Leon council 

 1431 at Florence 

 1545- 1563 at Trent council (became 
official Church position) 

Justification 

 (1 Corinthians 3:15) ―If anyone‘s 
work is burned, he will suffer loss; but 
he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire.  

Coptic 

 Many verses clearly 
indicate that God forgave 
all our sins through the 
Blood of Christ. 

 Most suitable candidate 
for Purgatory was the 
right hand thief, he went 
to Paradise 

 Refers to the service and 
the work of ministers, not 
concerning punishment 
and judgment 

 

 



Purgatory 

Catholic 
 Catechism of the Catholic Church: "All who die in God’s 

grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are 
indeed assured of their eternal salvation;  but, after 
death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the 
holiness necessary to enter the joy of Heaven. The  
Church gives the name Purgatory to this final 
purification of the elect, which is entirely different from 
the punishment of the damned" (cf. No. 1030-32 

 2 Mac 12:44-46 - for if he were not expecting the fallen 
to rise again, it would have been useless and foolish to 
pray for them in death. But if he did this with a view to 
the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to 
rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Thus 
he made atonement for the dead that they might be 
freed from this sin. 

 "Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it 
will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the 
Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age 
or in the age to come. (Matt 12:32)  

 

Coptic 
 The quote from the book of 

Maccabees and our Savior’s 
words can only prove that 
some sins will be forgiven 
after death; but whether by 
means of punishment by 
fire, or by other means, 
nothing is known for certain 

 1 Thess 4:16,17, "And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive and 
remain will be caught up 
together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord" 

 


