
Religions of the World

Hinduism



Why Study Other Religions?

 We must be ready to explain our faith:
 1 Peter 3:15 

 “Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asks you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear”

 We must be ready to defend against falseness:
 2 Corinthians 10:5

 “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God”

 We must be able to discern truth:
 1 John 4:1

 “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they 
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the 
world.”

 We must spread the truth:
 Titus 1:9

 “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may 
be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers.“





Major Religions

 Hindus

 Buddhists

 Muslims

 Jews

 Christians



Cults & New Religions

 Unitarianism

 New Age

 Jehovah’s Witnesses

 Mormonism

 Christian Science

 Hare Krishma

 Secular Humanism

 Postmodernism

 Wicca

 Freemasonry

 Evolutionism

“There are many paths to what 
you call God. Her path might 
be something else, and when 
she gets there she might call it 
The Light.” Oprah



Hindu Parable



Background

 Developed 2000-700 B.C. 

 Aggregate of several polytheistic religions in 
that region

 Similar to practices of Canaanites

 Worship of the forces of nature

 Use of rituals, hoping for abundant crops

 Later more pantheistic 

 God did not create the world, god is the world 
along with everything in it

 Vedas (Hindu Bible)



Caste System



Fundamental Beliefs

 Reincarnation

 Karma

 Each person is a god (within himself)

 Concepts

 Atman- person’s uncreated and eternal soul

 Samsara- thousands or millions of lives 
(suffering) until reach moksha

 Moksha- liberation from suffering and union 
with the infinite



Reincarnation

• Atman recycled into the world in different bodies



Wheel of Samsara

• Endless suffering
• Thousands or millions of 

lives each atman must 
endure before reaching 
moksha



Karma

 Connected to your atman

 Law of cause and effect
 Your current suffering is repayment for past sins

 Your current evil will be repaid in future suffering



Paths to Moksha

 Karma – path of works
 Strives for salvation by performing works without 

regard for personal gain

 Goal is to get a better position in the next incarnation

 Jnana – path of knowledge
 Strives for Self Renunciation

 Goal is the realization that the world is an illusion & 
only Brahman (supreme god force) is real and has 
meaning

 Yoga/meidtation

 Bhakti – passionate devotion to a god
 Chosen god can help atman find release from the 

endless cycle of incarnation



Holy Trinity of Hindu’s

FROM LEFT: BRAHMA , VISHNU , AND SHIVA



Shiva: The Destroyer

Destroys the universe to recreate it



Brahma: The Creator

Creator of the world and all creatures



Vishnu: The Preserver

Restores the balance of good and evil

Lakshimi



Hindu Influences the West

 American writers who have been 
influenced:

 Ralph Waldo Emerson

 Henry David Thoreau

 Aldous Huxley (Brave New World)

 “Accept Christ as a divine incarnation and 
worship him unreservedly, exactly as you 
worship Krishna or another avator of your 
choice.. But you cannot accept Christ a 
the only son of God.”



Worship

 Acquire points by contact with holy 
objects and people

 Keep gods within homes

 Revere cows, monkeys, snakes, & 
elephants

 Ganges is considered holy and is traveled 
to as pilgrimage 

 Memorize and chant sacred stories



Christianity Hinduism

Goal of life is salvation-
communion with God

Goal is to realize life is an 
illusion

1 life, then judgment Each atman is uncreated and 
eternal, will eventually realize 
its divine nature

God is creator of the world god is the world and 
everything in it

Jesus Christ is God’s 
incarnate Son

God was incarnate many times 
in the past; Jesus is one avatar 
of god

Humans are created in God’s 
image

Physical body has little worth


