
Islam 
A brief Summary 



Why Study Other Religions? 

We must be ready to explain our faith 
– 1 Peter 3:15 “sanctify the Lord God[d] in your hearts, and 

always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason 
for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” 

We must be ready to defend against falseness 
– 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but 

mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments 
and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ…” 

We must be able to discern truth 
– 1 John 4:1-2 “ Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 

whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out 
into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God” 

We must spread the truth 
– Titus 1:9 “ holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he 

may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who 
contradict.” 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+3&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30440d


Islam Today 

1B Muslims today; 228M in Indonesia 

Branches: Sunni, Shia, Sufi 

There are 1,209 mosques in the United States and the nation's largest mosque, the 

Islamic Center of America, is in Dearborn, Michigan.  
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History of Islam: 

Beginnings with Mohammed 

 

 

 

Islam is a world religion founded by Mohammed in the 7th century 

stretching from one end of the globe to the other. 

570. Birth of Mohammed, at Mecca. 

610. Mohammed received the visions of 

Gabriel and began his role as a prophet.  

622. The Hegira, or the flight of 

Mohammed from Mecca to Medina, 

marking the beginning of the 

Mohammedan era. 
Early Muslims were caliphates, first the Arabs, then the Persians 

and later the Turks. 

 

 

 

 



632. (June 8) Death of Mohammed at 

Medina. 

632. Abû Bekr, first Caliph or successor of 

Mohammed 

636. Capture of Jerusalem by the Caliph 

Omar. 

640. Capture of Alexandria by Omar. 



History of Islam: 

Expansion 

 

 

 

In the 13th century, parts of both Africa and India became centers of 

Islamic civilization. 

Soon thereafter Muslim kingdoms were established in the Malay-

Indonesian world 

Muslim Periods: 

  The Umayyads   Islam In Spain 

  The Abbasids   The Golden Age 

  The Fatimids   The Seljuk Turks 

  The Crusaders   The Mongols And The Mamluks 

  The Legacy   The Ottomans  

  The Coming Of The West  Revival In The Arab East 

 

 

 

 



History of Islam: 

Muslim Countries Today  

 

 

 

Afghanistan  Algeria  Azerbaijan 

Bahrain   Bangladesh Bosnia 

Comoros  Djibouti  Egypt 

Indonesia*  Iran  Iraq 

Jordan   Kuwait  Lebanon 

Libya   Malaysia Maldives 

Mauritania  Morocco Oman 

Palestine  Pakistan Qatar 

Saudi   Arabia  Somalia 

Sudan   Syria  Tharce 

Tunisia   Turkey  United Arab 

Emirates  Yemen 

 

 

 

 

 

*Indonesia is most populous  

Muslim country with approx. 

228 million people 
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The Five Pillars of Islam 
1) Bearing witness 

There is only one God: Allah 

Mohammed is the prophet of Allah 

2) Prayer 
Five times per day (dawn, noon, afternoon, sunset, night) 

Must pray facing Mecca 

Friday is the Muslim holy day of prayer 

3) El-Zaka (Alms Giving) 

4) Fasting 
Ramadan: One month per year (rotating calendar “El Senna El 

Higraya”) 

Abstaining fast from dawn to sunset 

Other optional days of fasting in imitating Mohammed 

5) El-Hig 
Pilgrimage to Mecca 

Sacrifice a lamb (Claim Abraham’s sacrifice was Ismael not Isaac) 



The Five Pillars of Islam 

Almsgiving Prayer Fasting Shehada El-Hajj 
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Islamic Law (El-Sharia): The Theocracy 

1) Estates and Inheritance 

Males and females do not have equal rights (male inherits twice 

female) 

In case of no sons, other male family MUST share inheritance 

(daughters and wives cannot take 100%) 

In case of no male relatives, the remaining portion goes to state 

 2) Family Organization 

Polygamist religion: Man can marry up to 4 wives 

Husbands taught to beat their disobedient wives: “Men are in charge of 

women, because Allah hath made the one of them to excel the other, and because they spend 

of their property (for the support of women).  So good women are the obedient , guarding in 

secret that which Allah hath guarded.  As for those from whom ye fear rebellion, admonish 

them and banish them to beds apart, and scourge them.  Then if they obey you, seek not a way 

against them.” S4:34 

Man can divorce his wife up to 3 times 

Female cannot marry another man for 90 days.  However original 

husband can claim her back within this time without her consent. 

If husband divorces wife 3 times, he cannot remarry her again 

unless she marries another man (El-Muhalal). 

 



Islamic Law (El-Sharia): The Theocracy 

3) Social Order 

Murder is punishable by death OR victim’s family can be paid 

equivalent to a certain number of camels 

Theft is punishable by cutting off of the right hand (to the wrist) 

Second time theft is committed is punishable by cutting of the left 

hand 

Drunkenness is punishable by 100 lashes of the whip 

Fornication is punishable by 100 lashes of the whip 

Adultery is punishable by stoning to death 

4) El-Sharia Execution 

Look for precedence in Quran 

Look for precedence in Sunnah (the doings and practices of 

Mohammed) 

Look for precedence from Abu Bakr El-Sideek 

Look for precedence from Omar ibn El-Khatab 

Look for precedence from Aisha (Mohammeds wife) 

If not present in any of the above they look for cases with similarity 

 



Comparative Theology: 

Islam vs. Christianity 

Islamic Belief 
– Brief Historical Overview 

– The Five Pillars of Islam 

– Islamic Law (El-Sharia) 

– Jihad    ‘It is fighting anybody who stands in 
the way of spreading Islam. Or fighting anyone 
who refuses to enter into Islam.’ S8:39 found in the 

Islamic Fikh (legal opinion) 

– Incompatibilities with Christianity 

– Key questions for Muslims 

– Conclusion 



1) Jihad is an exchange of one’s life for a reward from Allah 

 “Let those who fight in the way of Allah who sell the life of this world 

for the other.  Who so fighteth in the way of Allah, be he slain or be 

he victorious, on him We (Allah) shall bestow a vast reward.” S4:74 

Quranic Versus Regarding Jihad 

2) The call to Jihad 

 “O Prophet! Exhort the believers to fight.  If there be of you twenty 

steadfast they shall overcome two hundred, and if there be of you 

a hundred steadfast they shall overcome a thousand of those who 

disbelieve, because they (the disbelievers) are a folk without 

intelligence. S8:65 (Also S4:71-104; S8:60-64) 

 

 3) The sanction of Jihad 

 “O yes who believe!  Fight those of the disbelievers who are near 

to you, and let them find harshness in you, and know that Allah is 

with those who keep their duty (unto Him) S9:123 (Also S4:88; 

S47:4; S8:39-60) 



 

6) The call to stand firm and not to retreat 

 “O ye who believe! When ye meet an army, hold firm and think 

of Allah much, that ye may be successful.”  S8:45 

Quranic Versus Regarding Jihad 

5) Condemning those who refuse Islam’s call to 

fight people of the Book  “And those who believe say: If 

only a Surah were revealed!  But when a decisive Surah is 

revealed and war is mentioned therein, thou seest those in 

whose hearts is a disease looking at thee with the look of men 

fainting unto death.  Therefore who unto them!” S47:20 

 

4) The warning of taking ‘People of the Book’ as 

friends and the call to fight them 

 “O ye who believe!  Take not the Jews and Christians for friends.  

They are friends one to another.  He among you who taketh 

them for friends is (one) of them.  Lo!  Allah guideth not 

wrongdoing folk.” S5:51 (Also S5:52-57; S4:89) 



 

9) Killing whoever rejects Islam 

 “If they keep not aloof from you, nor offer you peace nor hold 

their hands, then take them and kill them wherever ye find them.  

Against such We (Allah) have given you clear warrant.” S4:91 

 

Quranic Versus Regarding Jihad 

8) Threats against those who don’t participate in 

Jihad and fighting 

 “And they said: Go not forth in the heat!  Say (unto them): The 

heat of hell is more intense of heat, if they but understood.” 

S9:81 

7) Warning against retreat 

 “Whoso on that day turn their back on them, unless 

maneuvering for battle or intent to join a company, he truly hath 

incurred wrath from Allah, and his habitation will be hell… hell 

will fill you all.” S8:16-18 



10) Repent or else...  

 “Then when the sacred months have passed, slay the idolaters 

wherever ye find them, and take them (captive), and besiege 

them, and prepare for them each ambush.  But if they repent 

and establish worship and pay the poor-due, then leave their 

way free.  Lo!  Allah is forgiving and merciful.” S9:5 

Quranic Versus Regarding Jihad 

11) Encountering the unbelievers 

 “When you encounter the unbelievers, strike off their heads, until 

ye have made a great slaughter among them…” S47:4 
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Differences between Islam &Christianity 

 Love some hate others. 

 

An eye for an eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth 

Woman is less than man and 

receives half his inheritance 

Polygamy S 4:3 

Divorce is permissible and 

practiced regularly 

Mohammed preached war & 

fighting S 9:29-30 

Hate and kill your enemies 

Jihad is killing enemies of Islam. 

Christ only a prophet, did not even 

die on cross, Mohammed is true 

prophet of Allah 

 

 

 

 

Love all – The Lord Jesus died for 

the world. 

Forgive us...as we forgive those who 

trespass against us 

Woman is respected and equal to 

man Gal 3:28 

Monogamy Mat 19:5 

No divorce: “What God has joined 

together let no man put asunder” 

The Lord came to save the world not 

to destroy Luke 9:55 

Love your enemies Mat 5:44 

There is no such teaching. 

Christ is God who died for our sins 

on the cross and rose from the dead 

on the third day 

 

Islamic Beliefs Christian Beliefs 



Incompatibilities Between Islam & Christianity 

No guarantee of salvation 

from hell. 

 

 

 

The Lord saved us from hell and 

gave us eternal life. (6 things we 

must observe to attain eternal 

life)  

 

Islamic Beliefs Christian Beliefs 

Predestination – ‘Accordingly 

no soul can do anything other than 

what has been prescribed to her, 

still it is her responsibility to which 

she will give an account in the day 

of judgment.’- ‘ Allah may choose 

to appoint an evil devil to you.’     

S 43:36 

Free will – God has created 

each person with a free will 

and gives His Word as the 

guide to using that free will. 

Each person will be judged 

according to how he used/ 

misused his free will.   



Incompatibilities Between Islam& Christianity 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God. John 10:36 
Mohammed was a mortal 

man. S18:101 

What Qur’an says What Bible says 

Christ performed miracles. 

Mark 7:37 

Mohammed didn’t perform 

miracles. S17:59 

Mohammed preached 

revenge S 2:194 

Christ  preached 

forgiveness Mat 5:38-39 

Christ  prohibited his followers 

from using violence or the sword. 

Mat 26:52 

Mohammed encouraged 

his followers to use the 

sword. S 8:65 



Incompatibilities Between Islam & 

Christianity 

Christ was without sin.1 Pet 2:22 Mohammed was a sinner. S 

47:19 

What Qur’an says What Bible says 

The Lord  came to save the world  
Lk. 9:55 

Mohammed preached war and 

fighting. S48:16 

Christ knew what was in the heart 
of man. Rev. 2:23 

Mohammed did not know what 

was in the heart of man. S 11:31 
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Key Questions for Muslims 

General Questions 

How deeply have you studied your faith and it’s teachings: reading the 

Quran, Hadith, Sunna and Bakhari as well as Islamic history? Can you 

really believe in Islam with a good conscience? 

 

Does predestination make sense?  => What is the point of struggling to 

live a righteous life if our actions and eternity is already predetermined?  

 

Why would only Arabic be the language of allah? If he wants Islam to 

spread to the entire world, wouldn’t he want people to understand it? 

 

Contrary to what’s often said, did you realize the Quran contains a 

number of grammatical errors? 

 

Can an honest Muslim with a sense of justice and righteousness view 

Mohammed as an ethical role model for humanity (marrying many wives 

including a 9 year old, killing, looting etc?) 

 

 



Key Questions for Muslims 

Regarding Jihad 

If God wants to extend His rule by the use of force of his followers, 
would offering sexual pleasure be a proper and Godly incentive? 
(Compare to disciples and early church) 

 

Why are Muslims always stressing the defensive character of 
Mohammed’s warfare, knowing that  it was overwhelmingly 
offensive? (Compare to Christ’s life) 

 

Why were most of the conquests oriented on political and material 
gains ? (Silver and gold I have none, but I will give you what I have. 
In Jesus’ name, walk Acts 3:6) 

 

How can you believe with a good conscience in the teaching that  
heaven (jenna) is a place which you can being filled with (70) 
virgins, boys and sexual pleasures in line with a spiritual God? 

 

 



Key Questions for Muslims 

Regarding Islamic Law (El-Sharia) 

How can any Muslims, as a rule approve of such ethics relating 

to women by practicing them? 

 

Would any Muslim lady like to be regarded and treated as 

second class to men? (Compare to Eph 5:25-28 and Col 3:19) 

 

Is there a young wife who does not mind sharing her husband 

with another wife? 

 

Is God progressing or regressing humanity with the teachings of 

the Quran? (Compare to New Testament) 
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Conclusion 

As Christians we are called to love not hate.  Therefore, although 
sometimes difficult, we must love every human regardless of 
religion, race, belief or sinfulness 

– “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you.  If you love those who love 
you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. Luke 6:27-32 

 

We must keep our relationship strong with God by praying to Him 
and thanking Him for revealing the truth to us and sacrificing 
himself for our sins 

 

Instead of being negative in these troubling times, we must be 
ambassadors for Christ…be a light unto the world...so that the 
world may see our good deeds and glorify our father who is in 
heaven 



 



Christianity made its conquest by peaceful 

missionaries and the power of persuasion, and 

carried with it the blessings of home, freedom 

and civilization.  

Islam conquered the fairest portions of the earth 

by the sword and cursed them by polygamy, 

slavery, despotism and desolation. 

History of Islam: 

Beginnings with Mohammed 



The moving power of Christian missions was love 
to God and Fellow man;  

the moving power of Islam was fanaticism and 
brute force. 

Christianity has found a home among all nations 
and climates; 

Islam, although it made a most vigorous effort to 
conquer the world, is mostly found among people 
who live in the desert and tents, and travel by 
caravans.   


