
A “Christian” Cult 



 Although they seem to be Christocentric almost 
everything they believe is out of line from what the 
majority of Christians believe. 

 Just because the name of Jesus is used in what appears 
to be a Church or Christian does not mean that Jesus 
as we know him is being referred to. - Preaching 
Another Christ by Theophan the Recluse  



 “Be ready to give a defense for the hope that is in you.”- 
1 Peter 3:15 

 We begin to know ourselves more after know what we 
are not. 

  Some Early Church Fathers were Apologists to defend 
the true Orthodox Faith.  

 



 In 1820 a boy at the age of 14 by the name of Joseph 
Smith began ponder which Christian denomination 
was the true faith.  

 Attended Methodist Revival Meetings.  

 God and Jesus appear to him in a vision.  

 At 17 years of age he claimed to have seen the angle 
Moroni. The angle informed him of golden plates that 
were buried and special seeing stones to allow him to 
read the plates.  



 These were the beginnings of the book of Mormon.  

 Accepted as a Mormon Prophet.  

  In 1830, Smith officially founded his church in 
Manchester, New York, calling it simply the Church of 
Christ. 

  Other authoritative texts include, Doctrine and 
Covenants and The Pearl of Great Price.  

 



 In 1843, Smith said he received a revelation from God 
sanctioning polygamy, which he referred to as “plural 
marriage.” 

  Despite being a revelation of supposedly eternal value, 
polygamy was later repudiated by most Mormons in 
1890, probably largely as a result of pressure from the 
federal government, which refused to recognize Utah 
as a state unless it outlawed the practice. These 
Mormons believe that plural marriage will be restored 
in heaven, however. 

 



 There have actually been dozens of Mormon 
denominations since the initial group was founded in 
1830, but the primary one is the one led immediately 
after Smith by Brigham Young, who acted as Smith’s 
right-hand man and commanded the majority of 
followers after Smith was killed by a mob in 1844. This 
main group is called the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints (LDS). 



 The Mormons believe in the Holy Trinity, but they 
regard the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit as three 
separate “gods” who are united in purpose, which they 
refer to as the "Godhead” (which is an Orthodox 
Christian term, as well, though Orthodox use it with 
very different meaning). Unlike the God of Orthodox 
Christians, these gods are not uncreated. In fact, the 
Father who created our world was once human but 
gradually became god over time. (For a time, the 
Mormon church taught that Adam is God the Father.)  



 Jesus is therefore of course “god,” but he was born from 
sexual reproduction just as every other “god” was. He is 
a “spirit child” of the Heavenly Father who created our 
world. 

  Lucifer, that is, Satan, who opposed his older brother 
Jesus. 

  Mary's giving birth to Jesus is taught to be the result of 
intercourse with the Father, though it is defined as a 
“virgin birth” because it was intercourse with God and 
not with a mortal man. 



 As we have seen, Mormon doctrine concerning the 
Trinity is radically different from Orthodoxy, because 
Mormons are polytheists, while Orthodoxy is 
monotheistic. 



 Mormon soteriology (doctrine of salvation) sounds 
similar to the Orthodox doctrine of theosis, but in 
Orthodoxy, man does not become an almighty god, 
but rather participates in and becomes transformed by 
the one and only God. The key problem in all Mormon 
theology in general is the failure to distinguish 
between the created and the uncreated. 



 Practice baptism is regarded as a normal part of 
salvation. Yet for Mormons, baptism is so absolutely 
essential that they believe it is utterly impossible to 
ascend in the afterlife without it. 

 Baptism of the Dead.  



 Mormons also believe in ongoing revelation. 

Ex. It used to be impossible, for instance, for black men 
to become part of the Mormon priesthood, but that 
teaching was later reversed. 

 Many of the changes Mormons have made in their 
teachings over the years have been covered up by LDS 
leaders. 



 The text claims that Jews came to North America in 
ancient times and that Jesus came here after His 
resurrection. Detailed information is given about 
various ancient civilizations that supposedly existed in 
North America. It is also claimed that the golden 
plates from which the Book of Mormon was translated 
were written in a script known as "Reformed Egyptian.” 
Yet there is not one manuscript, not one shred of 
archaeological evidence, nor any corroboration from 
any non-Mormon source that might back up such 
claims 



 Mormon symbols, teachings, and even ceremonies 
were adapted from Freemasonry. In fact, the mob that 
assaulted and killed Smith in 1844 may have been 
inspired by Freemasons who felt betrayed that Smith, 
a member of the Freemasons along with a number of 
other Mormon leaders, had revealed their secrets to 
non-Masons. 



 Mormonism is currently growing by nearly 250,000 
people every year. The Mormon community tends to 
be strongly moral and friendly, and the Mormon 
missionaries who de-emphasize the more 
controversial teachings o f the religion help to 
facilitate its spread. Many converts are unaware of a 
good many of the things we have mentioned. 



 The main Mormon denomination, the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter- Day Saints, currently claims over 13 
million members, spread over about 175 countries. All 
Mormon men are expected to spend two years of their 
lives as missionaries, at their own expense. There are 
currently about 53,000 such missionaries in the 
world—about one for every 245 Mormons. If the 
Orthodox Church commissioned missionaries at the 
same rate, we would have about one million 
missionaries preaching the true Christian faith. 



 Smith himself may have had as many as forty-four 
wives over the course of seventeen years. 

 Joseph Smith said, “God Himself was once as we are 
now, and is an exalted man.” Another Mormon leader 
coined the saying, "As man is, God once was; as God is, 
man may become." This is the goal of life as a 
Mormon, to become a god. An elevated Mormon will 
also get to father many children and to create his own 
world, beginning the cycle of creation over again. 




